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For over a century, Minnesota has been a major producer of iron ore.  Now Minnesota 
has the potential to become a significant producer of copper, nickel, and precious metals.  
The Duluth complex in Northern Minnesota has the potential to host several major mines 
with an overall economic impact measured in the billions of dollars.  With modern 
technology, methods, and regulation, the utilization of these resources can be done 
responsibly minimizing environmental impact while maximizing economic value. 

 
Vern Baker, President, Duluth Metals Limited, is a mining engineer with 29 years of 
experience across much of North America.  Vern has worked at mines ranging from 400 
tons per day to 36,000 tons per day.  Vern has been the General Manager of the 
Homestake Mine, the Stillwater Mine, and the Goldstrike Mine in the United States.  He 
has also been the General Manager of the Hemlo Operations in Northern Ontario as well 
as Vice President for FNX in the Sudbury Basin.  Vern has been married for 28 years and 
has four children (two in University). 
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